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Bob Loring

BATTLING POVERTY IN EAST PASCO COUNTY

When it comes to playing Santa Claus, Bob Loring does a good job.

Oh he doesn’t wear the red suit and doesn’t even have a beard nor does he only operate at
Christmas, but he fits the part anyhow.

The 63-year-old former Marine heads up the East Pasco Toys for Tots efforts and from that
experience developed the TAD Congress. TAD stands for The American Dream and through
TAD Loring tries to join community organizations and individuals together to, as Loring
says, “attempt to: ‘level the playing field” for poverty bound children through the direct
distribution of goods and services, and by promoting educational opportunities.”

Guiding principles in life and work

One sure is, “When you help others, you help yourself; and, when a community helps its
needy, it helps itself. Until I began my work here, first with Toys for Tots and later developing
the TAD Model, I had been a man with few qualities and (I felt) that my life had little value
or meaning. I felt that I had not been worth the birth pain my mother endured. When Claudia
and I moved here, I planned to keep a low profile and mind my own business, and above all
stay off the radar. But when I took over T4T, several things quickly came clear to me. I could
not (personally) have a pleasant Christmas unless I did a good job, for the kids and for the
Corps. Our elves obtain more out of their T4T involvement than the families we assist. The
“Spirit of Christmas” is with us at our events.

Career highlights

One outstanding personal highlight was when I started T4T I decided to milk the media for
all I could, not only locally but across the board. That year, I wrote my first book review for
“Leatherneck.” In each issue, (next month I’ll have my 49th review published) they always
have to write in my byline: “Red Bob” Loring provides frequent reviews for Leatherneck
readers. A Marine vet he is a founding member of Sgt. Maj. Michael Curtin Detachment
(Det. 1124), MCL and a leader in East Pasco, Fla. community efforts, particularly Toys for
Tots.” So next month, I’ll have given T4T international publicity 49 times.

Ultimate goals for the TAD Congress

My goal for the program is The TAD Model: Because everything we do and have done is
local and is a community-supported grass-roots effort. It can be replicated by any community
that wishes. This year, for instance, the T4T program on the west side of the county has
taken our lead and is now partnered with the off-duty firefighters for help with their toy box
effort. And, new this year, they have opened a second toy distribution. They, in effect, saw
what and how we did it and imitated us. Replicate. All we do and have done, might be done
anywhere.

Favorite hobby

Building my nifty home library with the newest publications relating to military and Marine
history. Ilove that, and from time to time I have the honor of communicating with some of
my authors; and some of them are true leatherneck legends of the 20th Century.

Most often used phrase
“If it can’t be replicated, forget it!”

Loring lives near San Antonio with his wife Claudia whom he thanks for her support of his
ventures. They have one child, Noelle, who lives in St. Petersburg.



